
This letter requests Board approval for the Public Defender to accept on behalf of the County, grant 
funds in the amount of $250,000 from the U.S. Department of Justice under the Forensic Science 
Training Development and Delivery Program. The grant period is from October 1, 2010 through May 
31, 2012 and covers fiscal years 2010-11 and 2011-12.

SUBJECT

October 19, 2010

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

ACCEPT A GRANT AWARD FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, OFFICE OF JUSTICE 
PROGRAMS FOR THE FORENSIC SCIENCE TRAINING DEVELOPMENT AND DELIVERY 

PROGRAM FOR FISCAL YEARS 2010-11 AND 2011-12 AND APPROVE AN APPROPRIATION 
ADJUSTMENT

 
 (ALL DISTRICTS) (4 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

1. Approve and authorize the Public Defender to accept a grant award from the U.S. Department of 
Justice (DOJ), Office of Justice Programs (OJP) for Fiscal Years (FY) 2010-11 and 2011-12 in the 
amount of $250,000 to implement the “Forensic Science Training for California Indigent Defense 
Attorneys – Using the NAS Report in Litigation” project.

2. Authorize the Public Defender, or his designee, to accept and sign the Grant Award and Special 
Conditions (Attachment 1), to serve as Project Director for the program and to execute and submit all 
grant documents, including but not limited to modifications, amendments, extensions, grant 
renewals, payment requests, and any other applicable grant documents that may be necessary for 
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completion of the program that do not increase Net County Cost.

3. Approve the attached Appropriation Adjustment to augment the Department’s budget in the 
amount of $20,000 for FY 2010-11 to be fully offset by grant funding.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The purpose of the program is to develop and deliver training to public defenders in the area of 
forensic evidence.  

In February 2009, the National Academy of Science issued a report entitled “Strengthening Forensic 
Science in the United States - A Path Forward.”  It is clear from the report that many of the problems 
associated with the use and misuse of purported forensic science evidence in the courts are 
attributable to the lack of scientific training for judges and lawyers. Indeed the report states, “the 
judicial system is encumbered by, among other things, judges and lawyers who generally lack the 
scientific expertise necessary to comprehend and evaluate forensic evidence in an informed manner, 
trial judges (sitting alone) who must decide evidentiary issues without the benefit of judicial 
colleagues and often with little time for extensive research and reflection.” 

Since the issuance of the report, some criminal defense organizations including the Los Angeles 
County Public Defender, have developed or upgraded training programs to educate criminal defense 
attorneys on forensic science issues, and in particular programs aimed at teaching lawyers how to 
investigate and prepare challenges to forensic evidence.  

The immediate goal of the Public Defender’s “Forensic Science Training for California Indigent 
Defense Attorneys—Using the NAS Report in Litigation” project is to provide cost-free forensic 
science training to 335 indigent defense attorneys throughout the State of California including 100 to 
150 attorneys from the Los Angeles County Public Defender and Alternate Public Defender.  The 
ultimate goal is to ensure that forensic evidence presented in criminal proceedings is soundly 
grounded in science.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals

This program is consistent with the County’s Strategic Plan Goal No. 1: Operational Effectiveness –
To maximize the effectiveness of the County’s processes, structure, and operations to support timely 
delivery of customer-oriented and efficient public services; and Goal No. 5: Public Safety – To 
ensure that the committed efforts of the public safety partners continue to maintain and improve the 
safety and security of the people of the County.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

The grant award of $250,000 ($20,000 for FY 2010-11 and the remaining $230,000 for FY 2011-12) 
will fund all costs associated with the program including Public Defender staff time on the grant, 
equipment costs, the facility rental, audio-visual equipment and technical costs, breakfast and lunch 
for all participants at the venue, a CD (of materials) and DVD (of the training) for each attendee, the 
cost of airfare or mileage and lodging depending upon the distance the attendee must travel to 
attend, airfare and lodging for presenters and event coordination and administrative costs. This 
training program will be conducted at no cost to the County. 
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The attached Appropriation Adjustment in the amount of $20,000 will be used for  grant-related costs 
incurred during the current fiscal year. 

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

The Public Defender has a duty to provide its indigent clients with competent and effective 
representation. Training, especially on complex forensic evidence issues, is critical to such 
representation. 

The National Institute of Justice (NIJ) is the research, development, and evaluation agency of the 
U.S. DOJ. NIJ provides objective, independent, evidence-based knowledge and tools to enhance the 
administration of justice and public safety and will assist the Public Defender with oversight of this 
project as set out in the Special Conditions of the Grant Award.  The goal of the Forensic Science 
Training Development and Delivery Program is to increase the number of no-cost educational 
opportunities for State and local practitioners, as well as to provide forensic science training to other 
relevant State and local criminal justice partners. The Department of Justice Appropriations Act, 
2010 (Public Law 111-117) is the authorizing legislation.  

Planning for the training program will occur in FY 2010-11. The proposed program will be conducted 
in the fall of 2011.

This Board letter and the Grant Award document have been reviewed and approved as to form by 
County Counsel.

Attachment 2 is the Grants Management Statement applicable to all grants over $100,000. 
 

CONTRACTING PROCESS

All purchases and contracts for this training will be made in accordance with County purchasing and 
contracting policies.  

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

The proposed indigent defense training program will have a positive impact on current services as it 
will provide forensic science training for Public Defender and Alternate Public Defender staff at no 
cost to the County and will not impact workload for the County’s justice departments. Additionally, 
the Alternate Public Defender provided a support letter for the initial grant submission.

CONCLUSION
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Upon Board approval, the Executive Officer-Clerk of the Board is requested to return two individually 
certified copies of the adopted Board letter and a copy of the Public Defender’s Appropriation 
Adjustment with wet signatures to the the Public Defender’s Office, 210 W. Temple Street, LA, CA 
90012, Attention: Joanne Rotstein, Head Deputy Public Defender. 

Respectfully submitted,

MICHAEL P. JUDGE

Public Defender

JR

Enclosures

c: Elaine Palaiologos
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